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TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





CITIZEN, Aberdeen, February 26, 1825. 
We have the pleasure of herewith transmitting you the sum 
of £2. for yourself, and also the sum of £3. to be divided 
among your late shopmen now in Newgate. These sums 
are the proceeds of a subscription which commenced at 
the celebration of the last anniversary of the birth day 
of Thomas Paine—a name dear to every friend of Mankind. 
_ Citizen, your labours and sufferings in furtherance of the 
Great Cause of free discussion justly entitles you to be re- 

ygnized as its official organ; we therefore cannot even 
look to your own private cause while suffering on its account, 
without at the same time seeing the cause of Free Discussion 
involved in its welfare. We therefore conclude that what- 
ever is conducive to the support or detriment of the one, 
must also contribute to the support or detriment of the other. 
Of this fact Ministers themselves are aware—else why do 
they still continue to pursue with such unrelenting severity 
Seosesl guilty of. no known tangible crime? unless 

deed we allow that to be law which sports with the liberty 

. subject—by virtue of the unsupported dictum of 
‘a judge, the mere echo of Tyranny and Despotism. , We 
refore have no hesitation in assuring ourselves, that they, 
‘their every endeavour to crush you, are at the 

time endeavouring as a matter of course to annihilate 
that cause, the objects of which, while it forms the basis of 
aual security, is the only guarantee of equal rights to 

eer men. Indeed, the sentiment that the exercise of public 
hion on great and popular questions ought to be free.and 
ntrouled—is too well understood and too generally ad- 

by the more thinking part of mankind, either to be 

late By, sophistry: or extinguished -by brute force. 

ee #18, that every step taken by despotism to prevent 
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its salutary influence from being duly felt and acknowledged 
must issue in the increased rapidity with which it will spring 
up superior to all the puny efforts that are so incessantly 
used to impede its growth. : 

We congratulate you on your escape from the snares laid 
for you by those officious persons, to whose kind keeping 
you are at present consigned—we allude more particularly 
to the scheme attempted to be played off by them in order 
to found a pretext for propagating a story of your being 
insane. You may be assured, that we, in common with every 
detester of low trick, viewed the whole of this dirty transac- 
tion in it proper colours. It certainly was a rare piece of 
wretched work, both in contrivance and execution, and bad 
the effect of adding one lesson more, if indeed another had 
been wanting, to confirm our opinion of the odious nature 
of arbitrary power; when such a power does not find it 
quite expedient to go to the extremity of its rod in order to 
visit an obnoxious individual with summary punishment, 
there is no species of trick too low, nor any meanness too de- 
grading but will be had in order to compass his destruction. 

We take pleasure in having to congratulate you on the 
noble stand at the Bar made by your late Shopmen. Nor 
is it derogatory to the Character of these excellent young 
men to think that the Courage and fortitude which they 
then and have since displayed are in some measure owing 
to that manly ardour for enquiry which you yourself pos- 
sess and which you are so capable of infusing into minds 
susceptible of rational improvement. 

Wishing you a speedy release and health and spirits to 
enable youtoendure the privations to which you are sub- 
jected, 

Iremain, Citizen, on behalf of the Subscribers, with the 
highest esteem and respect, 

Yours, very sincerely, 


GEORGE WEIR. 





At a meeting held in Aberdeen on January 29, 1825, by a 
few of the friends of Universal Toleration and free discus- 
sion to celebrate the birth of the immortal Thomas Paine, 
the following Subscriptions were entered into for the 
behoof of Mr Richard Carlile, who is now in the sixth year 
of his imprisonment in Dorchester Gaol for advocating 
the cause of free discussion, and likewise for six of his Shop- 

men who are confined in the gaol of Newgate for support 
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ing the same cause. Four of them sentenced to three 
ears imprisonment each: one for two years and another 


for eighteen months. 
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A Lover of Truth 0 6. Alen Reid 0 6 
Thomas Law 0 6 Paris, July 14, 1789 1 0 
Tuam Peal 0 6 John Murray l 0 
Civil and Religious Li- James D. L. 1 0 
berty 0 6 A Friend to the op- 
A friend to fair play 0 6 pressed 0 6 
James Hotson 1 0 W. T. a friend to free 
Thomas Coyle 0 6 discussion 1 0 
George Gow 0 6 J.L. Republican 8 
John Ord 0 6 J.T. ditto 1 0 
John Jamieson 1 0 J.S. ditto 1 0 
Willam Grieve 1 0 W.S. Materialist 1 0 
W.S., afriend tofreedis-_ George Hutcheon, ditto 1 0 
cussion 1 0 James Hutcheon, 1 0 
Alexander Sim, ditto 0 6 D. B. a Republican 1 0 
An Enemy to tyranny J.C. 0 6 
and Oppression 0 6 Thomas Milne 0 6 
A friend to Liberty 1 0 J.D. 0 6 
R. G. 1 0 J.L.a Republican 0 6 
G. L., a friend to the Alexander Robb 0 6 
cause 1 0 Lawrence Wright 0 6 
G. G. 0 6 Alexander Hossack 0 6 
George Allan 1 0 John Farmer 0 6 
. §.,afriend 0 6 James Lees 0 6 
C.,afriend 0 6 John Clark 0 6 
Two friends 0 6 George Petre 1 0 
F.S., aRepublican 0 6 A.G. 0 3 
P.C., a friend to free dis- W. Weir. 09 
cussion 2 0 William Reid 0 6 
An’ admirer of Mrs. J. W., first subscription 1 6 
Wright’s talents 0 6 Archibald Davidson 1 0 
Robert Mackay 0 6 A.S, 0 6 
David Peters 1 0 A.G. 0 6 
James Peters - 0 6 





TO MR. GEORGE WEIR, ABERDEEN. 





Sir, Dorchester Gaol, April 10, 1825. 
AFTER returning thanks for the subscription, I have to ex- 
press my pleasure, at the opportune’hint, which your letter 
contains about my alleged insanity. If a Christian be sane, 
Iam necessarily insane; but, I claim the priority to sanity, 
inasmuch as, | baiye @ reason for every sentence that I utter, 
and he has not. [ have not a doubt, but that my enemies 
have been laying schemes to get doctorial affidavits made of 
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my insanity : and I have been long on my guard upon that 
head. Nothing is more certain, than that they desire to rid 
themselves of me, my pen and press, by some means, and 
what means are not so much a question with them, as to do 
it with something like grace, or, in a manner, to leave the 
smallest amount of stain upon themselves. But I will tri- 
umph over them. They shall neither impute a vice or de- 
fect to me, which 1 will not manage’to shake from myself 
back upon them. 

About two years ago, I first received a-subscription from 
Aberdeen and. addressed you upon the promised interference 
of Mr. Hume on the question of free discussion. I expect- 
edagreatdeal, from the great deal of talk that was made 
about.it; for, as far as ] understand, Mr. Hume was a vo- 
lunteer in this matter. I expressed my view of the parlia- 
mentary importance of the question, and on what an unbound- 
ed field it opened for the display of honesty and talent; but 
alas! Mr. Ricardo, the late Mr. Ricardo, was the only man 
that had a sensible and honest sentence to say upon the sub- 
ject. | have no hesitation to say, that in the hands of Mr. 
Hume, the question of free discussion has been disgraced. 
He either does not understand what it means, or is not 
bold enough to be honest on this subject. It is something 
more.than a matter of pounds, shillings and pence, and 
he cannot grasp it, or has not grasped it. A brief state- 
Se icine parliamentary proceedings upon the matter 
W us. 

On the 25th of March, 1823, a petition was presented on 
the part of my sister, and supported by the late Mr. Ricar- 
doand Sir Francis Burdett, in a very spirited manner. The 
debate was as useful as any that ever arose in that House. 
The petition was well presented and well supported... My 
petition was in the hands of Mr. Hume at the same time; 
but, instead of following it up, on the meeting after the Eas- 
let.recess, it was delayed to the 8th of May. In presenting 
this petition, Mr. Hume said the only good thing that he 
has said throughout bis interference in the matter, and that 
was, that an atheist could be a strictly moral-man. I do 
sca ‘5 naouaipen eet as applies to myself; but take 
aes. OU application. It was an assertion, that 

ve an weuPrenion in, whatever part of Christendom an 
a ewspaper went. The fanatics, and the hypocrites, 
_ 9? are not fanatics, bowled over it. The assertion was 
meted hummed over by our venal journalists, with 

surprise, an atheist a moral man! but not one of 
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them ventured to dispute it or to argue over it. However, 
the'presentation of my petition was not amiss. Mr. Ricar- 
do spake again to the purpose, and made little-minded 
Wilberforce look less than little.’ Mr. Denman got up to 
tell a lie for the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, in 
saying, that they would not have imposed such fines, if they 
could have forseen the effect, and Mr. Lennard said some- 
thing about the Six Acts which had no relation to my case. 
There was also a petition fairly presented from the Edin- 
burgh Zetetic Society, to which Mr. Monk madea few per- 
tinent remarks, on the manner in which the contempt of the 
Christian Religion is tolerated among the Jews. 

But all these matters were reported”to be preliminary to 
a grand forthcoming of a debate and motion on the question 
of free discussion. About a dozen of the Whig talkers had 
promised to support it. Mr. Hobhouse made professions of 
being enraptured with the question ; but this affected ardour 
and honesty soon began to flag ; free discussion would lead 
‘to annual parliaments and universal suffrage, the bane of 
whiggism, as well as of toryism; the question of free dis- 
cussion fell among Mr. Hume’s repeatedly postponed mul- 
titude of motions, until near the breaking up of the session, 
and was then mooted in the most frivolous and most con- 
temptible manner. Mr. Hume, instead of standing upon the 
merits of the question ; instead of saying, that truth could 
not be injured by it, that nothing injurious to man as an in- 
dividual, or to a community, could arise from it; instead of 
saying, that all matters were fairly questionable, where all 
did not agree, was ridiculous enough to assume, that Chris- 
tianity was synonimous with truth, and to repeat, what two 
or three Bishops bad said upon the subject of free and fair 
enquiry about a century ago, before any thing of the kind ex- 
isted. ‘This was not all; asa peace offering to the fanatics 
‘and hypocrites, whom he had offended, by saying, thatan athe- 
ist was and could be amoral man, he asserted, and that gra- 
tuitously, quite unconnected with his question, that ‘THE ReE- 
PUBLICAN” was filled partly with ribaldry and partly with 
calm reasoning ! the oddest mixtare that could be supposed ! 
and I should like Mr.'H. tosay, what titlethe compound ought 
to bear, whether ribaid reasoning or reasoning ribaldry* 
If he can determine, I shall’‘have no objection to give “ The 
Republican” an illiterative title. The calm ribald reason- 
ing Republican” will embrace his description of its charac- 
ter; But I deny, as I did deny, at the moment, that “ The 

















THE REPUBLICAN. 456 





Republican” has been filled with ribaldry, other’ than in in- 
troddcing and commenting upon the ribald stories‘on which 
he Christian religion is founded; that ribald religion, to 
which Mr. Hume calls bimself a frieud, whilst the ribald 
christians shrink from the connection! Mr. H. has placed 
himself in purgatory, and will find it a difficult matter to 

ot: he bas neither earned fame to qualify him for hell 
nor for heaven : and what is still more painful, neither chris- 
tians nor anti-christians will sing masses, nor pay for them, 
io deliver him. For my part, I disclaim all further parlia- 
mentary connection with him: I would not again know- 
ingly put a sentence upon paper for his parliamentary use. [ 
now cousider, that, 1 have sustained an injury by the con- 
nection: an injury that has been'successively aggravated in 
the lastand present session of Parliament. 

It is but just to observe, that the dozen whigs deserted 
Mr.Hume; that that mountain born mouse, Mr. Hobhouse, 
who, in private, makes it his particular boast of being, im prin- 
ciple, both republican and atheistical ; at least, he did so, 
before’ he was elected M. P. for Westminster: it might aow 
form one of hi$ youthful errors which he has retracted! this 
talker, who pledged himself to support any thing and every 
thing that bore upon the principle of free discussion, and 
the other:ten or eleven whigs, never opened their mouths 
upon the subject ‘when Mr. Hume did make his motion and 
preached his compounded prelatical sermon. ‘Who is sur- 
prised’? I am not. 

‘Itmay be ‘asked : what could:Mr. Hume do alone, thus 
deserted. The*flagging of the whigs seems to have caused 
Mr. Hume to flag, and to touch the subject reluctantly ; but 
this'shodld- not have been my conduct, under such an occa- 
sions t would have roused my every energy upon the sub- 
En [had shamed back the running whigs. 1 would 

re done the thing with a force, that should have compen- 
sated for the! desertion” of all-the whigs in the house: and 
oe have been done without a long speech. ‘The 

hribald reasoning Republican’ would furnish a few 
tite sentences, that, to be utteréd in the House of Commons 
would vibrate from’ Pole to ‘Pole, until no man had a word 
o'say against free discussion. I wish some Borough- 
reer Boroughmongers, or Borongh People rotten or 
ealgns would send me to that house. [ would soon ‘show 
gs what could be done for free discussion, without 

ie ee ‘T'would make them follow me: before a 
as over, taking itat the ordinary length. And this 
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I would do without seeking the acquaintance or the sup- 
port of one of them. The opposition, as it is called wants 
a leader, that shall drive one part of those now sitting under 
that name to the other side of the house and purify the no- 
tions and the motions of the remainder. I would shake the 
house, as Pitt, Fox and Burke shook it, with the advantage 
of better and the best principles to rest upon. They, who 
are now called the opposition, act and speak, as if they were 
under some charm; and, I believe, that, it is the charm 
which they know that 1 am labouring to destroy. How- 
ever, I will not, at this next general election, ask you to sub- 
stitute me for Mr. Hume at Aberdeen, particularly, as | 
doubt, if my friends have much influence in the matter. 
Return Mr. Hume again from Aberdeen, he does occasional 
good with his multitudinous motions, and has, doubtless, 
been instrumental in driving the present ministers to some 
of their present comparatively wise measures. He may be 
bolder in the first session of a new parliament of old faces. 
Still, you may instruct him not to meddle with more things 
or matters than he can finish well. That it is better to do 
one thing well, than to half do a multitude of things. 
Having brought the subject through the session of 1823, 
L proceed to detail the particulars of my subsequent con- 
nection with your honourable M, P., assuring you, that, my 
wish was, in August, 1823, not to see Mr. Hume meddle fur- 
ther in the matter. I saw that he was not equal to it; but, 
of course, did not think it wise to say so: and the unfortu- 
nate death of Mr. Ricardo, just as he was becoming a most 
important and, most useful public man, still further disquali- 
fied Mr. Hume in my view. 
_. After the Session of 1823, I was assured, that an attempt 
would be made to bring forward the question of free dis- 
cussion, in an improved manner, in the session of 1824, 
and whilst there was a hope, of any thing of the kind, I ab- 
stained from observations on that which-I disapproved of the 
proceedings in 1823. In that year, I had completed my fourth 
of apeironappnt in this Gaol, and saw no prospect of getting 
any thing like justice as to a settlement upon the subject of 
my fines. Mrs. Carlile and the children had left the Gaol, 
and I again refused to walk out of my room at the discretion 
of my Gaoler.. I had now been a chamber prisoner full 
two years of the four that I had been in this Gaol, felt my 
health decaying, chiefly from that cause, and resolved 02 
trying what rusty measures would do with my villaimous 













THE REPUBLICAN. A57 


When I had give 
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off eta my parcels. He i en London, directing os 
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come to receiving a parcel © s, I had to wait, in 8 t 
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brutal keepers; but this I did only by a few pert observa. 
tions to the Gaoler, by.commenting on any document of 
my parcel on which he laid his hand, and by offering the 
contents for perusal by himself or family. My enemies 
found here, as they have found in all other cases, that | 
feared no prying into my conduct. But their conduct on this 
occasion was dastardly and base. Here, as in all their other 
actions towards me, 1 have seen nothing, not an act, that | 
could respect, nothing but the conduet of lurking villains, 
They have affected the most ridiculous fears about my ex- 
pected conduct: whilst I, on the other hand, have not been 
free from serious apprehensions as to their vile dispositions 
towards me. Never did one of them offer to question me 
upon any point, or to seek explanation upon any subject ; 
but their whole conduct towards me seems to me to have 
been an action by anticipation, as if they feared something 
from me for which they had no reason, and, as to which, 
there never existed, on my part, a probability. In Novem- 
ber, 1820, the Gaoler told me, that he had turned away a 
thousand applicants to see me in the course of that year. 
This, I met with a sign of indifference: indeed, I made ita 
matter of merit to bear such treatment with silence and for- 
titude, resolving to punish them for it, on some future day, 
if possible. And now, after upwards of five years impri- 
sonment, Mr. Peel has’said, in the House of Commons, that 
my imprisonment has been greatly lengthened by my vio- 
lent conduct in the Gaol! Here, 1 am suffering punishment 
for something, not only for which | have never been tried; 
but which is a charge of doing the very reverse of what | 
have done. How does this part of Mr. Peel’s conduct 
square with his professed regard for constitutional law ? 
My conduct, in the Gaol, has been uniform; the changes 
and violence-have all been on the side of my keepers. And 
I claim credit for the propriety of every complaint that | 
have made, by saying, that, though they passed unredressed 
for years, | have eventually succeeded in redressing every 
one of them, to the shame, confusion and discomfiture of 
those who opposed me in them. The reptiles, by which 
I have been so long stung, have now long shewn an anxiety 
to get on speaking terms with me. The very Gaoler has 
made efforts to be polite; but all will mot do; [ cannot for- 
get the dastardly conduct of the base wretches through the 
first four years that I was under their keeping. I cannot 
speak to them on any but official matters. Iam so violevt, 
that I cannot be a hypocrite towards them; though they 
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areyas they have ever been, filled with the deepest bypo- 
crisy towards me. — Rho! F 

| come to the period of my handcoffing affair in this Gaol; 
because Mr. Hume wrote direct to me for information upon 
that head, and I certainly think, that, he greatly abused the 
confidence which I placed in him, and the open manner iu 
which Thaveever met his every question. This bhandcuf- 
fing arose out of my threat to knock down my chamber door, 
to walk in the open air, at discretion, and to resist whatever 
further resistance should be made to my being upon the foot- 
ing of other prisoners as to an open yard to walk ip, in the 
day time. This and this only was the nature of the threat. 
No person that heard it could mistake it; but Mr. Peel has 
twice said, in the House of Commons, that 1 threatened to 
murder,the Keeper after a certain day if I were not allowed 
jogo out of the Gaol, as I held my detention to be illegal. 
lnever said nor dreamt of any thing of this kind: and I am 
now’ taking such steps as will put Mr. Peel’s honesty ‘to the 
testas to the false assertion, that is, as to whether he invent- 
edit, or got it from the Keeper or Visiting Magistrates, or 
elsewhere. But as to the illegality of my imprisonment, I 
think, that my memorial to Mr. Peel not only gave hima 
hint of it; but proofs by arguments irresistible. 

Thebandeuffing wasimmediately followed bya paragraph, 
in the London Papers under the patronage of the Ministers, 
slating, that | wasinsane. “Mr. Hume sent me the follow- 
ing note on the occasion. 


‘TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 


Sir, London, December 20, 1823. 
As various contradictory statements have appeared in the 
aero a aryl of your confinement and treat- 

uid be pleased to know from yours 
oH ple : 1 to kno m yourself the correct 
__ lst As to the number of hours you are locked up, the 
site Of the room, the number of hours allowed to take exer- 
se ia the air, and whether alone or with whom? 

2nd. Are there any Crown Debtors in the same Jail with 

you; ‘and, if so, how are they treated ? 
Me. When were you handcaffed, and how long kept in 
a by whose orders, and on what pretence? 
th. Are your letters allowed to pass in and out without 
‘or delay as formerly ? 
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If these questions are shortly answered at your leisure, | 
shall be glad to receive the answers. 


I am your obedient Servant, 
JOSEPH HUME, 


I sent back a full answer to every query and was assured, 
through a joint friend, not direct from Mr. Hume, that a good 
use would be made of it, as soon as the Parliament met. My 
chiefcorrespondence with Mr. Hume has been through a joint 
friend: and |] now see the error of not having had a direct 
correspondence. I will have no further correspondence or 
connection with a public man through an agent or third per- 
son. 

The particulars of the handcuffing, I need not re-state here, 
as they have been already stated in ‘ The Republican.’ 
Sturt, the Sheriff, knew, and all my villainous Gaolers 
knew, that all I sought was, what I have since obtained, to 
walk in the open air at my own discretion, as every other 
prisoner could do. Mr. Hume also knew this. The Par- 
liament met, several months passed, and | heard not a word 
about my statement, or any thing else being forthcoming 
there. I then thought, what I still do think, that the Minis- 
ters gave Mr. Hume his Select Committee on the Combina- 
tion Laws, &c. as a sop to keep him from bringing forward 
my case, I verily think, that, if the Combination Laws are 
not re-enacted the Mechanics owe their repeal as much to 
the incident of my handcufflnog, as to any thing; for more 
grave matters have arisen out of more trivial incidents. My 
statement to Mr. Hume was put upon the shelf, and instead 
of a motion upon it, towards the end of May, to my surprise, 
I was requested to draw up another petition! I felt that ! 
had been dealt with treacherously ; but still, did not wish 
to express that feeling, I drew a brief petition, restating the 
heads of that presented in 1823, and, instead of finding any 
use made of my statement, Mr. Hume positively joined with 
Peel in decrying my. ‘violence’! The ‘ New Times 
Newspaper made him say, that he did not stand there to de- 
fend my violence. Mr. Portman, a youthful M. P. for this 
county got up and rated Mr. Hume, calling for a case 10 
which the Magistrates of Dorset had dealt cruelly with me. 
To this, Mr Hume was silent; when he might have roused 
the country, by fairly detailing and commenting upon the 
statement that I had made to him.. Indeed, Mr. Hume 
made himself one of my greatest enemies, by his conduct 02 
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occasion. He did me more injury, than any other mau 
- country hasdone. He had talked to Portman, given 
him my statement, and, unknown to me, it was sent to Dor- 
chester, to see if the Magistrates could refute it. On its re~ 
rn to London, I was told, that they could not refute it: 
that they had cavilled with some of the minor points, and 
bad left the main points. without objection. Thus was the 
statement made an irresistible document, and all this was 
joné before the petition was presented. Could I for a mo- 
nent believe Mr. Hume bribable, which I do not, 1 should 
think be was bribed to do me as much injury as possible, or 
atleast; no good. Itis possible, that mine might not be a 
very pleasant name to be sounded in the House of Com- 
mons. I do not look there for sympathy, and care nota 
jot what any one member, or the whole House thinks of me. 
[neverasked a member to do aught for me there, with the 
exception of Sir Francis Burdett, after Mr. Hume’s misdo- 
ing last year. Mr. Hume was a volunteer; therefore I had 
fair ground to expect, at least, fair play from him. I felt, 
that | had not received it, and that 1 ought to have no fur- 
ther parliamentary connection with Mr. Hume. I felt some- 
thing of this in 1823, and have’ since endeavoured to turn 
evety other petition into other hands. This year, I did not 
know; but Mr. Henry Grey Bennett was to present my pe- 
tition, and was really grieved to find that the ill health of 
Mrs. Bennett called him off to Italy. As soon as I found, 
that'my petition was again in the hands of Mr. Hume, I 
wrote to my friend, who had the care of it, to say, that I 
would prefer its suppression to a second edition of last 
year's presentation; ‘but it was presented in a precisely si- 
nilat manner, within a few hours of my letter getting to 
Loudon. The following is a copy of the petition, which is 
very similar to the one presented last year. The two debates 
werealso'similar, approaching to word for word. 


To the Honourable, the Commons of Great Britain and 
os Freland in Parliament assembled. 


_ The petition of Richard Carlile sheweth: 


That your petitioner is now in the sixth year of his im- 
prsonment, having been sentenced on the 16th day of No- 
ssmder, 1819, by the Court of King’s Bench, to three years’ 

senment, and to fines of fifteen hundred pounds. 
ished the sentence was pased upon him for having pub- 
~ Some speculative opinions on philosophy and religion, 
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which he most sincerely believed were the best extant, and 
well calculated to promote universal benevolence. 

That, in the year 1825, he caused to be laid on the table 
of your honourable house a petition, setting forth all the par- 
ticulars of his case, including the great amount of property 
of which he had been and still is deprived; on the pretence 
of meeting those fines; which petition is still on the table of 
your honourable house; but your honourable house has not 
from that day to this takeu that petition into cons‘dera- 
tion. 

Your petitioner first incurred prosecution and has been 
keptiin prison for maintaining conscientious opinions, which 
he, Do more than any other man, can change at will. As 
an honest man, he can neither dissemble nor retract; but must 
continue to maintain his opinions even at the expence of his 
life, as he has done and is still doing at the expence of his 
property. 

That, in addition to twenty-seven months of imprisonment, 
on account of his fines, your petitioner considers that he has 
thrice paid them in the property of which he has been de- 
prived. : 

Your petitioner therefore prays your honourable house to 
take the petition presented in 1823 into your consideration, 
to enquire, whether, he is not the prisoner of bis majesty’s 
ministers, who detain him illegally, and to give relief ac- 


cordingly. 
RICHARD CARLILE. 
Dorchester Gaol, February, 1825. 


The debate on this petition printed in No. 13, was copied 
from the Morning Chronicle. [ will. now copy. the debate 
as it appears in the ‘ New Times’ Newspaper, believing the 
parliamentary reports. of that paper to be as correct and as 
candid as any. Indeed, I prefer this paper to any other 
morning paper published in London, as the Editorial Doctor 
is re-growibg a reformer, has good abilities, and is, 1 be- 
lieve, at least, as honest as any other editor in London. It 
is possible, that I might be partial towards the Doctor, for 
past favours, and as an old friend and neighbour ; but ! do 
not flatter friends. 


RICHARD CARLILE. 


Mr.. Hume presented a petition from Richard Carlile, stating 
that he had been imprisoned for the profession of certain conscien- 
tious opinions, and was then in gaol in consequence of the non- 
payment'of the fines which had been imposed on him, amounting 











Vane 


THE REPUBLICAN. 463 


fifteen hundred pounds; that the Government seized, and 
mt na ssed, certain woe his property, to the value of three 
rb 4 unds; that he would pay the fines, if the Government 
veturned that. property to him; and finally praying that the Parlia- 
ment may. repeal the laws through whose operation he had 
suffered, and was still suffering under those grievances. Mr. 
Hume observed, that he thought Mr. Carlile’s a hard case, and 
worthy. of the attention of the Government. If the seized 
consisted of prohibited books exclusively, the Govern- 

nent would certainly be justified in keeping them from the 
blic; but be (Mr. Hume) was instructed that among those 
books were many unobjectionable and innoxious works; for 
instance, 350 copies, of Codbett’s Register. Asa friend of Reli- 

‘on he could not but declare he thought the prosecutions 
bythe Vice Society for religious opinions was productive of 
great injury to Religion itself. He regretted that the Govern- 
ment did not use its influence to prevent them. In the case of 
Mr. Carlile he thought that the Government ought either to 
testore to him his property or his liberty. 

The Attorney-General stated that the Government had not, 
and never had, possession of the property of the petitioner. The 
Sheriff had seized it in virtue of a legal warrant: if he had acted 

he was liable-to an action at law for it. The Government 
lad nothing to do with the matter, but the Sheriff was placed in 
a delicate situation; how could he be expected to discriminate 
between the various qualities of the books, or decide which were 
blasphemous and which harmless? He was however sure, that if 
the petitioner sent a person to the Sheriff or Sub-Sheriff to 
selectithe unobjectionable works, the Sheriff would not refuse to 
gwé them to him. The petitioner had already applied on 
he subject to the Court of King’s Bench, but that Court 
dtcided;that the Sheriff had acted properly. He repeated that 
we Goeerament nad really nothing to do with the detention of 


Melieetacy Pee! said he was far from entertaining a wish to 


deal harshly with persons in confinement under such circum- 
stances, As a proof of’ his disposition not to proceed according 
to the stri rigour of the law, he should refer to his having 
reed he sistas of the petitioner, who was confined in the same 

on, to be liberated though unable to pay her fine. The con- 

u the petitioner was aitogether unlike that of Mary Anne 
Carlile. He was always promulgating his offensive and danger- 
ihe Metrines within the prison, and even circulating inside 

“als'works similar to those which had caused his imprison- 
Pap he went so far as to intimate to Government that he 
“ane his confinement altogether illegal, and that there was 


vent his murdering the first keeper he met 
bat opposed. his going out of the prison. (Loud cries of 
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hear from both sides of the House.) Had his conduct been : 
less exceptionable, and he conformed himself to the regulations of | 
the prison, his confinement would not have been so strict. But | 
he really considered it both improper and a waste of their i 
time thus to call on the House upon this and similar occasions to ! 
interfere with the criminal justice of the country, merely on the 
representation of the parties themselves. 

Mr. Hume said it was possible that this violent language 
had been made use of in one of his paroxysms of temporary de- 
rangement, ae as it was believed from the irritation of 
his mind from the loss of his property and long confinement, one 
of which lasted for forty-eight hours continuously. He did not | 
affect to point out to -Learned Gentlemen or the Right Hon. | 
Secretary what ought to be done in this case. There ought, how- : 
ever, to be a remedy for every wrong, and there would scarcely | 
be a doubt there was a wrong here to be redressed. | 

The petition was ordered to be printed. | 

| 


Here, as in the Morning Chronicle Mr. Hume is made to 
talk about prohibited books, or books prohibited to be sold 
by law, which is talking, at least, ignorantly; for the law 
of this country prohibits no books, not even Paine’s Age of 
Reason and Palmer’s Principles of Nature, nove of which 
were among my seized stock. One of the six acts enacts, 
that it shall be legal to seize seditious or blasphemous 
books from an individual, who has been convicted of the 
publication by the verdict of a Jury, provided, that, such 
books are the property of such individual ; but any other 
person may safely hold copies of this work, and with res- 
pect to myself, the law has been a dead letter; for | re- 
print and exhibit these works the same ‘as others, and will 
baffle that part of the law if it be put in force. FREE 
DISCUSSION AGAINST ALL LAW! 

Mr. Hume is also made to attack the Vice Society which 
had nothing to do with the subject of my petition, nor with 
my case: besides, it was kicking a dead ass. 

- The Attorney General stated a great lie, in saying, that 
the Government never had possession of my property. 
Sheriff is a part of the government. And in this case, the 
Sheriff has not moved a step without the consent and instruc 
tions of the executive government. The surviving Sheriff, 
Parkins, against whom alone | can bring any kind of action 
at law, has always professed friendship to me, was a speak- 
ing acquaintance before my trials, has again and again said, 
that he has not from first to last, had any controul over the 
seized property, has denounced the seizure as an infamous 
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iece of injustice, and has often said to my sister, and to 
Pe fi i book 
other friends, that if he could, he would restore every bo 
ome. There, Mr. Attorney General Copley, is your an- 
gwer—a refutation of your official and parliamentary lie. 
The government has had, and has every thing to do with 
the property. The dead robber Rothwell, or his Sub- 
sheriff, Turner, acted wholly under the instructions of Mr. 
Maule, the Solicitor tothe Treasury. Of thisI have proofs. 
The goods were removed from the house by Maule’s order. 
And Turner told Mrs. Carlile, that he could do nothing with- 
out Maule’s consent and-instruction, and sent her to Maule 
to get something determined about the seized property. The 
fact is, that they have got themselves into a mess by the 
seizure, Without having gained an object by it, and now 
they know not how to get out of it, without - throwing the 
blame on the dead Sheriff. Rothwell was an ignorant das- 
tardly tool of the ministers for any vile purpose. 

With Mr. Peel’s observations, I must deal elsewhere. At 
the lie, about my threat to murder the keeper, a general cry 
of hear is reported to have been raised in the house; but it 
wasa lie, and Mr. Hume ought then and there to have so 
exposed it. Instead of which, we are told, that he admitted 
its truth, and attempted to excuse it as a paroxysm of tem- 
poraty derangement! If Mr. Hume did say what he is 
there reported to have said, I proclaim him a vile caitiff; 
butIdonbtit. Still he has done nothing towards contradict- 
git; therefore, I, as well as other readers of the New Times, 
must receive it asa trne report. I tell Mr. Hume, that I 
was never more violent than himself. I tell Mr. Hume, 
that I' never exhibited more symptoms of insanity than him- 
bimself, if so many. 

T have aaron! deal more to say on this subject and must 
defer it, the visiting Magistrates have sent me a shuffling 
‘to my question, -if they have made-or could tamely 
nake such ateport to Mr. Peel, as he is reported to have 
rn House of Commons, as to my conduct in the 
whites y refuse to answer, and refer me to Mr. Peel for 
te lie ry have said to him; thus, at least refusing to father 

He openly. 1 will trace itor convict the whole as a band 





ch will not be the first time. 


ie Respectfully yours, 
~ i eed RICHARD CARLILE. 


No. 35, Vol XI. 
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JEHOVAH, THE TERRIBLE GOD OF THE JEWS, 
AND SATAN, THE BUSY CHRISTIAN DEVIL, 
COMPARED. 





PLUTARCH, in his lives, has observed the following method. 
He takes two heroes, generally a Greek and a Roman, and, 
after writing the life of each, compares them together, then 
draws a parallel, and exhibits them one against the other 
shewing their vices and virtues, &c. I intend to do so with 
these two imaginary heroes; and as all the world is ac- 
quainted with their history and transactions, at least, as well 
I am, the comparison or parallel must be understood by 
every body. ‘These two formidable and tremendous rivals 
are both derived from the same root: both were coeval 
with nonentity, and existed without a begining, before eter- 
nity itself was thought on, that they may have an end, is 
probable. Learned divines very gravely tell us, that nothing 
can be without a cause; yet these two come before the 
cause and then make it. Both are equal in ubiquity. The 
Almighty God presides over good; the Almighty Devil 
presides over evil. But the Devil is certainly the most Al- 
mighty of the two; for, by the account of learned, devout, 
pious divines, he can do more mischief in five minutes, than 
the other can rectify inas many years or ages. And such is 
the vigilant activity of this wicked spirit, that he does not 
give the good drone of a God the respite of a moment; but, 
on all occasions, dares him to his teeth, and, with the un- 
ceasing perseverance of a devil, as he is, constantly contests 
with him every inch of creation. Indeed, Jehovah is won- 
derfully tame of late, to what he was when he thundered 
on Sinai and went forth as the head of the Jewish bauditt, 
destroying Dagon, Baal, Ashtaoth, and their people. ‘The 
character of the good God Almighty, as given by his histo- 
rian, the author of the bible, which, by the bye, they say 
was written by himself, inspires every one but Jews aud 
Christians with terror and abhorrence. For such is bis 
cruelty, his peevish jealousy, his irritable temper, his child- 
ish resentments, his implacable revenge, his insatiable ven- 
geance, his intolerable pride, his unforgiving, merciless dis- 
position, his shameful tergiversation, his palpable partiality, 
his horrid injustice, his robberies and general atrocity, that 
we tremble at the idea of his being, and wish ourselves 80 
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sitilated, to avoid his cruel mercies, his fulsome love and 
his never ending punishments. His only art of war was 
treachery, slaughter and total destruction : and the only scl- 
ence he seems to have understood was music ; this is per- 
fectly in character; for King David, a man after his own 
heart, and Nero, a man not less so, were excellent musici- 
ans. His prime attribute is omnipotence. Yet this is the 
most questionable of all his many infinite qualities. For, al- 
though Omnipotent, he either cannot or will not do good or 
revent evil. This is his character taken from his own book, 
and [defy the priests to make the other almighty being a worse 
Devil than this horrid God appears to be. Nay, the Al- 
mighty Devil is a plain dealing honest personage, when 
compared with this dangerous celestial demon. ‘The cha- 
racter of the Almighty Devil; for there is not one but two 
Almighties, as drawn by the priests, is in the first place ho- 
nest he promises no good, he candidly confesses him- 
self the determined, eternal enemy of the omnipotent, most 
high God, and declares his intention and unalterable will of 
the watch with him for ever. He goesabout like a 
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. Yet, there is 
not on record any account of cities or towns stormed taken 
and burned by him, or of rapes, robberies and general mas- 
sacres performed by his order, or nations extirpated to 
gluthis vengeance, and, although he deals largely in fire 
and brimstone, he has never rained down any to destroy 
village or hamlet. Though the other has set him some 
fine examples, and we might naturally imagine, that 
this would be very good sport for the great God of evil, 
pe beat horse-racing, cock-fighting, or the Hells of 
ames. 
Now what puzzles me most, with respect to both, is, that 
ubiquity, or infinite or omnipresent quality, which they 
in common.- How-it is possible, that two beings can 
=. self same place at the same time, requires a de- 
on. This, I confess, to me, insinuates more than 
adoubt of their existence. Stand forth priests, and with 
your usual candour, learning and logical skill, explain this 
Pt It is well worthy of your deep learning, profound 
t, and great profits, to make this clear as noon day. 


* 

O! ye are sulky and wont speak! ye had better speak I 
ye. Support your God, or drag your devil here, that 

we may see them and be convinced of their existence, or 

pwn go the. tythes. The fat livings are in danger; the 

church trembles, as if shaken with an earthquake. 
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Pray, therefore, to the great God Jehovah, or his twin 
brother Satan, to come forward in propria persona and saye 
your tythes, else the third Almighty, the Almighty printing 
~ press will sweep you, tythes and all off the face of the earth, 
Verily, there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth, for lost 
fat livings, tythes and benefices. Pray! pray! loud and long 
and well to both. But first to your prime benefactor Al. 
mighty Satan and pray thus: ‘*‘ O Almighty Devil, brother 
copartner and invincible rival of the Most high, who made 
this world for thy use and permits you, to reign for our 
emolument and pleasure, assist us in this our sore trouble; 
for people worse than the Philistines are upon us. The Ma- 
terialists armed with truth, reason, science and _ integrity, 
put themselves in fearful array against us. They have 
closed our mouths and opened the ears and understandings 
of mankind. They have detected our holy frauds: they 
have exposed our duplicity: they have destroyed our sa- 
cred privilege of lying with impunity; they have torn the 
veil from our guardian mysteries; they have rooted out our 
freedom for ever; they are emancipating our slaves; and 
there is no health in us; but thou, Almighty Devil, have 
compassion upon us, giver of creeds and builder of churches, 
snppart us or we both perish. Amen!” Then turn round 
and pray to the other Almighty. But ye need not, ye are 
tired with praying to him to no purpose; for ye are well 
assured, that he pays no more attention to your prayers, than 
erst did the God Baal to the heart rending supplications of 
his priests; for, verily, as the Jewish Rabbies then said: 
** He sleepeth or peradventure he is gone on a journey.” 

Now let us pause a moment—and then ask these two al- 
mighties one question:—On- your word of honour, both of 
ye: which of you committed or ordered to be committed the 
tremendous tragedy of Saint Bartholomew; the Sicilian 
Vespers ; or the no less tragic drama of the Irish Massacre? 

ell, ye are both silent, and well ye may, for either God 
or Devil, or any other being, save a priest, would be 
ashamed to own the act and blush at its recital. J am i 
clined to impute it wholly to the Great God Jehovah; be- 
cause it is completely of a piece with his pastimes in Egypt, 
Canaan, Jadea, and all Palestine. Whereas, the Almighty 
Satan amuses himself with other matters. He prepares bis 
people for his warm habitation, with mirth, jollity, dancing; 
singing, feasting, fine-clothing, comfortable quarters, and 
genteel living; and, afterwards, treats them only as he !s 
treated himself. On the other hand, Jehovah, or his vice 
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t, Christ, or rather, the priests, insist on our living in 
verty, misery, distress, and every mortification which the 
world ean produce, or we bear, in order to make a band of 
musicians of us to sing psalms eternally before the most high 
in heaven. 

Between them, we poor mortals are in very bad bread. 
What the one does, the other undoes, and we are begodded 
and bedevilled for their common spite or amusement. What 
a pleasing idea for a rational being with an immortal soul! 
| donot know whether I ought to pity or despise the being, 

retending to rationality, who makes a point of believing in 

such absurdities. But what punishment would be bad 
enough for one who did not believe a word of the doctrine, 
one, who had sense, learning, and judgment sufficient to 
prove it a base fabrication, and knows the ‘whole to be a 
falsehood, yet teaches others to respect it as truth and to be- 
lieve it as good? I will not presume to give my opinion 
here; but shall leave mankind to decide for themselves. 

We ridicule, laugh at, and set at defiance, the good and 
evilgenii of the Arabs, Tartars, and even the Great Spirit 
of the North American Indians, we allow, that Mahomet 
was an impostor and his priests deceivers, To the Ormuz 
and Ahriman and,sacred fire of the devout Persians we give 
no credit, although they are the real God and Devil of the 
Christians. The Gods of the ancients we have found out to 
be the personifications of the elements and the virtues and 
vices of mankind. The tremendous Gods of the rude Scan- 
dinavians, our learned adepts have proved to be only the 
same as those of Greece and Rome under other names. 
Thor was Jupiter, the thunderer; Odin was Mars, the Om- 
mpotent God of war, or battles. Frid was Venus, &c. &c. 
Allthese; we ‘may treat with what indignity we please, and 


mock or scorn them with impunity; because, they are either 


distant or out of date. Our priest have no interest in support- 
ing their honour, and they are no part nor parcel of the law 
ofourland. But woe betide us, if we attempt to meddle 


‘withthe Mumbo Jumbo of our own priests. No, no, Mumbo 


Jumbo must be preserved at all hazard; or the christian 
fest’ juggler will lose his Oby! and mankind gain their 
om. But now, to our parallel—Jehovah does all the 


Good, Satan all the evil—then there is both good and evil in 


world, and'those who are too ignorant, or too fearful, to 
@ cause, or too dull to find one, personify the pro- 


ae call the effect the cause, and exalt good and evil 


oes; to cloke their ignorance, or shield their duplicity. 
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Jehovah and Satan are every where, and at the same time 
too, and while one is at work the other is looking on. Je- 
hovah has a great deal of the looking on part to perform. 
Hence they are co-partners in the permanent firms of good 
and evil. We shall be happy to gazette the dissolution of 
the partnership. Jehovah dwells in the impenetrable efful- 
gence of concentrated light. Satan abides in the impervious 
cloud of obscure darkness. Neither had a beginning, though 
it appears, they both shall have an end; for the power that 
destroys the one will certainly annibilate the other. Jeho- 
vah created this world; Satan has made a play-thing of it. 
And to finish the parallel, though they neither controul nor 
destroy each other, they find great amusement in torment- 
ing mankind. Nor, can | help enquiring, which of them 
dictated this to 


SHEBAGO. 


Note to Mr. Carlile.—Shebago is fully sensible, that im- 
prisonment is a dreadful corporeal punishment, which, while 
it preys on the body, likewise afflicts the mind; the greatest 
effort of human resolution is to bear up against it. 
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THE INDIAN’S LETTERS. No. III. 


RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY. 





OF all other disputes relating to man, this is the least in- 
structive and least beneficial to society. Yet, it is, by dint 
of presumption, made the most imposing affair among man- 
_kind. All other disputes are, in some degree, regulated by 
knowledge, sense and reason ; but this controversy contemns 
all experience, discards all information, decries all human 
wisdom, and sets common sense and reason at defiance. 
Their logical weapon is assertion ; and, if you do not believe 
what they say to be true, they will hate and persecute you 
while you live, and, by their rule, you will be damned to 
eternity hereafter. This is surely usage too hard for merely 
differing in opinion from a man, who only relates an old 
hearsay fable, and insists on your believing it as a fact, 
when he has no proof whatever to support his unfounded 
dogma. One makes out a long string of useless say!ngs 
and embodies them under the epithet belief; this he calls 
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to Allah. Who shall dispute the authority of the Koran 
Jirst and last of heavenly productions? Who shall dare tc 
contend with omnipotence? The sword shall destroy him: 
Jire shall consume him ; the earth shall reject him, and his ° 
ashes shall be cast out of existence. 

But for you, ye holy, who were elected before all time to 
believe in and exalt the seal of the prophets, to honour the 
sent. of God. Jor you, ye happy and blessed, the sacred 
earth shall bring forth an abundance, ye shall here have all 
manner of good things, and the immaculate joys of the ce- 
lestial paradise are prepared for your reception ; for you, 
shall the Houri, the unfading daughters of heaven, preserve 
elernal virginity, you shall bathe in rivers of milk scented 
with the Ottar Gul, and recline on beds of full blown roses, 
charmed with the seraphic voice of a thousand wives ; under 
the shade of Almighty goodness shall ye repose for ever. 

This is certainly a heaven which a man might live or die 
for with pleasure, Mahomet knew what would please holy 
devotees, and his sword and Koran were liberal behests. 
But the christians were aware of this, and would not allow 
him the honour of writing his own book, or of forming his 
creed and doctrine; hence, they insist, that, one of their 
own monks was the author of this delectable book and fas- 
cinating religion. Others say, that the christian code was 
a selection from the works of all the old eastern sages, and 
that there was no such man as Jesus Christ; but that bis 
name is derived from Chrisen an Assyriac name given to 
the sun, or from the Greek word chrisios, and, it is clear, 
that there were no christians in the first hundred years of 
what is now called the Cristian era. The curious, who 
search into the records of antiquity, tell us, that the Jews 
Were a horde of wandering gypsies, who were expelled out 
of Egypt for. uncleanness, who. had neither religion not 
laws, until four or five hundred years after the date of their 
origin asa people; and the history which they owu, 4s 
being a true and authentic memoir of themselves and theif 
forefathers, is most certainly, both as to matter and manper, 
the very worst sample of historic composition in existence. 
Such. murders, massacres, assassinations and usurpations 
disgrace not the page of any other history, and their sainted 
psalm singing king, whom they blasphemously call a man 
after God’s own heart, bequeaths to bis son, the wisest of 
men, on hisdeath bed, a brace or trio of murders. These 
are the books on which we must rely ; on these must we fix 
our fgith, and. hope for eternal salvation; on these must be 
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the God of the Jews, Jehovah and his son Jesus Christ, anq 
their common go-between called the Holy Ghost; three jp 
one, form the God of the Christians, and the unit God of 
the Mahometans, the third god or deity of Islamism or the 
Almighty of the Turks, The Koran, containing their relj- 
gious and moral and civil codes, is most certaiuly the best 
book of the three, and has consequently, made the greatest 
number of proselytes. These, are as | say, chiefly, or only 
known in Europe. But there are many more Gods, teli- 
gious creeds and holy books in the world, some claimin 
high antiquity and boasting of legions of saints, martyrs, and 
miracles. They are all strenuous in support of their Gods 
and books, and as each derives his code directly from om- 
nipotence, he stands forward ready to shed his own blood, 
or that of his neighbour, or to lay down his life for the truth 
of his book and the being of his God. Who then shall we 
believe ? They cannot be all true; one only can claim the 
privilege of truth. It follows, then, that all the rest must be 
false. 

These, then, are all witnesses in favour of the deity ; yet, 
all together cannot produce the thousandth part of a proof, 
and, in fact, like contraty evidence called to prove an alibi, 
one witness destroys the other, for no two of them agree in 
any part of the detail, and consequently, we not only doubt 
but entirely reject their evidence. Alli is dogmatic assertion, 
and we must believe or be damned. But, I tell you, Mr. 
Priest, Mr. Vender-of-dogmas, that we will neither believe 
nor be damned; but we will make you lying priests blush 
for your hypocrisy and falsehood and tremble for your 
tythes and venefices. But, certain as we are, that there isno 
such God, no such devil, no such voluptuous nor psalm 
singing heaven, no such brimstone hell nor entertaining pa- 
radise, as you:speak of. Sure I say, as we are of this, let 
us, for argument’s sake only, admit your inconsistent, omnt- 
potent, imaginary idol for a moment. And see what can 
be done with bim, or what he does for us. 

In the first place, we know ncthing about him, be has 
never yet condescended to impart any knowledge of himself 
to man; for had he, not one man only, but the whole crea- 
tion must have been sensible of it, asa divine truth, or admit, 
that only a few had seen or heard the revelation. Yet they 
would have been consistent and told the same story. Di- 
vine truth could not vary, and universal consent must follow 
the relation. We should have no persecution, murder of 
contradiction. In short, it would carry a divine convincing 
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roof with it, wherever it came reason must yield to it, and 
ali nature sanction our assent. Divinity could noterr, and 
nankind must, of necessity, believe. The first proof of it 
would be, that there would be no sects, all would be har- 
mony, unity and gratitude. This would certainly be the 
consequence of a divine revelation, and by this rule, we 
shall examine all the revelations which men have made. 

[ustead of all being of one story, they all differ; instead 
of convincing, they confound; instead of harmony, we 
have nothing but discord ; instead of unity, eternal wrang- 
ling, division and strife; instead of gratitude, murmers and 
discontent; and for steady belief in one God, a thousand 
discordant, unreasonable creeds and unmeaning vain petitions. 

No sign of divinity is in any place or form visible, every 
thing we see can either be accounted for by natural princi- | 
ples, if understood; and if not recognizable by natural 
causes, it only proves our ignorance of the cause. 


] remain thine, 
SHEBAGO. 








TO MESSRS. CAMPION, HASSELL, HALEY, CLARKE, 
PERRY, AND JEFFERIES, CHAPEL YARD, NEWGATE. 





Fentow Citizens, Aberdeen, February 28, 1825. 
Tuk subscribers do themselves the pleasure of transmitting you 
the annexed sum of £3. as a token of their respect for your in- 
legrity, and of their sympathy for your unmerited sufferings. 

are fully aware of your being above pity, and in as little 

of consolation, as a consciousness of moral rectitude can 
make you ; yet the friendly greeting of a portion of your fellow 
is may be satisfactory to you, and in some degree alleviate 
theevils of your situation. They deem it their duty to assure” 
jou of the indignation with which your persecutors have inspired 
and of the satisfaction, they have derived from the manly 
ified manner in which you have conducted yourselves 

_. “nanswerable defence you offered upon your respective 

and of the Still greater satisfaction afforded them by your 
RE: e.g t pursuits+-your application, and industry in defusing 
tg toleration, and principles of sound morality through 

Medium of the periodical you have established, and which you 
“—— ably conduct. 

, i Teading the indictments on which you were tried, and the 
wate of the counsel for the crown—it is scarcely possible to 
sigh for the prostitution of the human mind. It is la- 
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mentable to see men calling themselves learned and honourable 
gravely stand up with an air of sanctity and proffessions of creat 
piety, to vindicate a superstition—the falsehood and absurdity of 
which, their every day conduct sufficiently prove them to be fully 
aware; and that they should, for a pecunary consideration 
profess themselves the avengers of “‘ Almighty god,” on those who 
offend him—as if this god were not a competent judge of what 
incurs his “‘ high displeasure” and were unable to avenge himself, 

We have read the New Testament, the text book of christianity, 
yet do not recollect a single injunction upon which such sangui- 
nary measures could be founded, while we meet with many of a 
contrary tendency, and in direct condemnation of that spirit of 
persecution, which they indulge with such unrelenting fury. If 
christianity be, as they say, ‘part and parcel of the law of 
the land;” why not permit the gentler spirit of its precepts 
to pervade those laws, and allow the purer part of its morality to 
be framed into statutes for the benefit of the poorer, and for the 
protection and defence of the weaker part of mankind? But Alas! 
these followers of the “meek and lowly Jesus” regard not 
the interests of humanity, it is ‘the loaves and fishes” which 
they so eagerly pursue; and in this respect, if in no other, they 
are faithful imitators of the primitive disciples. It is here we dis- 
cover the real source of that deep veneration which they manifest 
on all occasions for whatever is connected with their system. If 
free discussion were allowed—if it were permitted to scrutinize 
the pretensions of these holy hypocrites—if a thorough emancipa- 
tion from church domination could be effected, and mankind al- 
lowed to live in peace,—mitred heads, now raised so high, and 
claiming the veneration of the world, would seek a hiding place 
from the scorn and contempt of their former votaries. 

But a system founded on fraud must be maintained by force, 
and this tender plant—this delicate sapling, humble and unas- 
suming in its infancy, but now from its slender trunk, spreading 
a capacious covering for those who fatten under its shade, must 
still be tended with fostering care; it must be proped up and 
strictly guarded from vile intruders, lest the unceremonious fingers 
of infidelity should reach it, under which it must wither and die, 
or be plucked up by the roots and cast away as a useless and idle 
incumberer of the ground. 

Citizens, by your fortitude and talent, your courage and 
consistency, you have effectually registered your names in the 
- annals of your country, and the cruelty and injustice of your 
sentences, will pass down, to posterity a foul stain upon the con- 
stituted authorities of the present day; and if aught else in their 
official career were calculated to excite the meed of approbation, 
their treatment of you will infallibly blast the grateful tribute, 
and draw down upon their memories the execration of millions. 
We must again congratulate you upon the establishment of the 
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r te Magazine,” a publication of the greatest utility as a 
anna Sic lehessbonge of sentiments uncorrupted by the 
vejudices of the times, and untainted by servility. It is by such 


P vt that the emancipation of the human mind from the thraldom 


of priestcraft will be promoted, and the general amelioration of the - 


human race effected. If it were but for this reason alone the 
“Newgate Magizine” deserves the consideration and support of 
every fiberal and benevolent mind, but when conducted by those 
who are suffering in the cause of truth—those who have faced the 
storm of persecution, and who, that they might hold fast their in- 
tegrity, have sacrificed their liberty, it has a double claim for pa- 
tronage upon every friend of truth and reason : coming, as it does, 
from the shrine of virtue and containing the sentiments of her in- 
vincible votaries, it cannot be other than a welcome guest to every 
heart alive to the kindlier feelings of our nature. 

That it, and all your other good endeavours, may be crowned 
with complete success, and’ meet with that public patronage and 
support, to which you have so peculiar a claim, and that you may 
dat the health and happiness which your present situation 
will permit, and be speedily restored to that liberty, of which as 
virtuous men and free citizens, you ought never to have been 
deprived, is the sincere wish of, 

Fellow citizens, 


Your friend, for the subscribers, 
W. G. 








THE CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE SOCIETY. 
Thy (From a Correspondent.) 





Ta emanations that have arisen, in former times, out of the 
sttaggles which liberty-has endured, may be compared, to 
gleams of light, penetrating through an atmosphere of dark- 
less, previous to the morning’s dawn. Their effulgence, has, 
at t periods, intimated to man, that they were the 
harbingers of a glorious day, and though their rays have not 
elled with the same rapidity, which attends luminous 
in general; yet, we, in the present age, may congra- 
ourselves, that they have, at length, illumined our ho- 
tuon. They will, doubtless, continue to diverge, till an 
influence operates upon man, to lead him from a 

K abyss of ignorance to a possession of those enlightened 
principles, that will ultimately confer happiness upon the 
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whole race of animated existence. The present condition of 
society, in this country, exhibits a most lively picture, and 
will form, to the future historian, the dawn of an era, inte- 
resting in the history of the human mind.’ Whenever we 
turn our eyes, we see the noblest exertions brought forward 
to establish the emancipation of the inhabitants of this coun- 
try :—Institutions for the promotion of general knowledge 
seem to be the order of the day, and to give energy to all 
this, thousands of periodical papers, are weekly thrown from 
the press, distributing, in various forms, the happiest effects 
among all classes of society. Many of these productions, 
maintain a lively spirit of independence, but. none of them 
can equal ‘ The Republican,’ in that boldness, and intrepi- 
dity of feeling, which at all times pervades its pages. To 
the curious in literature, ‘ The Republican’ contains many 
interesting topics, connected with philosophy, while, in the- 
ology, it freely unmasks the Christian superstition, in def- 
ance of the power, which haughty Bishops can bring for- 
ward, or bigoted statemen suggest. To contemplate this 
state of things, we must consider ourselves livirg in a period 
different from all others, which the history of Europe un- 
folds:—no civil wars, no massacres, of any kind, are inflict- 
ed to revolutionize the human mind. The liberty of the 
press is the only engine requisite, and among the characters, 
who have become distinguished, in fixing the principles of 
free enquiry, the name of Richard Carlile stands pre-emi- 
nent. By the exertions of this individual, the tyrannic hand 
of power has been arrested, and we now can behold, in the 
heart of the metropolis, a numerous and enlightened audi- 
ence discussing weekly, the principles upon which Cbris- 
tianity is founded, with a spirit of freedom, which, to have 
attempted twenty years ago, would have been attended with 
the most ruinous consequences. The fact of ‘ The Chris- 
tian Evidence Society’ having now held its meetings pub- 
licly, for a whole winter, shews, that the persecuting power 
of religion, is paralysed :—its oppression has fallen prostrate 
at the shrine of truth, as its infamous auxiliary, the Vice So- 
ciety, has been declared, by Mr. Peel in Parliament, to be 
nothing more, than a dangerous association, or iD other 
words, a treasonable conspiracy against the state. The 
principle, upon which * The Christian Evidence Society '5 
founded, appears to be, to seek after truth, with the view of 
destroying those religious dogmas, that have hitherto pro- 
duced such baneful effects upon mankind. The importance 
of such an Institution is of the highest magnitude, and com- 
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